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WELCOME 
MESSAGE

The Korean Society of Pediatric Anesthesiologists 
(KSPA)

Dear Colleagues and Friends,

On behalf of the Organizing Committee, I am honored to host the 19th conference of 
the Asian Society of Paediatric Anaesthesiologists (ASPA 2023) in conjunction with the 
31st Korean Society of Pediatric Anesthesiologists annual meeting in Seoul, South Ko-
rea on June 16-18, 2023.

Children are our future. Taking care of children's health is keeping "the value of the fu-
ture." Pediatric anesthesiologists have a mission to ensure the safety and health of pe-
diatric patients during the perioperative period. ASPA 2023 and its scientific program 
have been prepared with this in mind.

We have an exciting program at ASPA 2023 that will allow all of you to reflect upon 
and celebrate our past accomplishments, renew friendships and extend our networks, 
and jointly explore current and future research directions. We hope you will have a 
productive and fun?filled time at this special conference. The backdrop of the beautiful 
and historic city of Seoul will add to the pleasure of the meeting and provide lasting 
memories beyond medicine. You can expect a fascinating, fruitful, and enjoyable time 
in Seoul.

Looking forward to welcoming you to Seoul, South Korea for ASPA 2023!

President of Korean Society of Pediatric Anesthesiologists

Jin-Tae Kim
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WELCOME 
MESSAGE

The Asian Society of Paediatric Anaesthesiologists 
(ASPA)

Dear friends and colleagues

We have now entered a new year, a fresh beginning. With the pandemic mostly under 
control, I am thankful that we can meet face to face, in Seoul for the 19th ASPA meet-
ing.

People say that “Children’s health is our nation’s wealth” and health in the early years is 
important to allow children to thrive and grow into healthy adults.

ASPA is dedicated to fostering safe and high standards of Paediatric Anaesthesia for 
children in Asia. We hope to achieve this through sharing and supporting each other 
through research, with development of newer drugs and improved technology en-
hancing our knowledge of how to monitor our patients in greater detail and depth.

The theme of ASPA 2023 is “Equity and Quality in Paediatric Anaesthesia”. We recog-
nize that children are not small adults and Paediatric Anaesthesiologists need to be 
sharper and have heightened senses when caring for a young child.

I trust that we will be learning plenty from the wonderful programme drawn up by 
Professor Jin Tae Kim and his team in the organizing committee for ASPA 2023.

I would like to thank everyone for their contributions in making ASPA 2023 a success.

President of Asian Society of Paediatric Anaesthesiologists

Josephine Tan
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 	 SC Convention International Conference Hall (B1F)

Room A

08:30-09:00 Registration

09:00-09:20 Welcome and Introduction

Opening Remarks Jin-Tae Kim, President of KSPA

Congratulatory Message Jun Heum Yon, President of KSA

Josephine Tan, President of ASPA

09:20-10:40 Session 1. �Society for Pediatric Anesthesia in the World: Past, 
Present, and Future

Agnes Ng (Singapore)

Jin-Tae Kim (Korea)

09:20-09:35 Why Pediatric Anesthesia Society is Special and Needed Jim Fehr (USA)

09:35-09:50 The Future of Pediatric Anesthesiology around the World; We are 
Stronger Together Randall Flick (USA)

09:50-10:05 ASPA: Past, Present, and Future Josephine Tan (Singapore)

10:05-10:20 ESPA: How to Collaborate Internationally and Intercontinentally Jurgen de Graaff (Netherlands)

10:20-10:40 Q&A

10:40-11:00 Coffee Break

11:00-12:30 Session 2. �WFSA Panel Discussion: Universal Coverage of Safe 
Pediatric Anesthesia All Over Asia

Erlinda Oracion (Philippines)

Il-Ok Lee (Korea)

11:00-11:15 Current Status of Pediatric Anesthesia in Cambodia, their Challenges 
and Opportunities for Improvement Sokha Tep (Cambodia)

11:15-11:30 Current Status of Pediatric Anesthesia in Bangladesh, their 
Challenges and Opportunities for Improvement Debabrata Banik (Bangladesh)

11:30-11:45 Activities of the WFSA Pediatric Anesthesia Committee Norifumi Kuratani (Japan)

11:45-12:00 Activities and Accomplishments of the WFSA-BARTC Pediatric 
Fellowship Program Patcharee Sriswasdi (Thailand)

12:00-12:15 Activities to Improve Patient Safety in WFSA Erlinda Oracion (Philippines)

12:15-12:30 Q&A

 DAY 2 17 June 2023 (Sat)  
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12:30-14:00 Luncheon Symposium Dong Woo Han (Korea)

EEG Guided Anesthesia in Young Children (Virtual) Ian Yuan (USA)

14:00-15:40 Session 3. Preparing for the Future

Choon Looi Bong (Singapore)

Jun Heum Yon (Korea)

Seong-Hyop Kim (Korea)

14:00-14:20 Thoughts on Professional Development and Career Success Randall Flick (USA)

14:20-14:40 How to Prepare for the Next Pandemic? Nicola Disma (Italy)

14:40-15:00 Time to Obtain Epidemiologic Data on Pediatric Anesthesia in Asia 
Itself: Introduction of PEACH Study Soichiro Obara (Japan)

15:00-15:20 Future of Anesthesia-Related Neurotoxicity Issue: Update of TREX 
Study Dean B Andropoulos (USA)

15:20-15:40 Q&A

15:40-16:00 Coffee Break

16:00-17:20 Session 4. Issues We Are Facing & Need to Overcome
Vibhavari Naik (India)

Hee-Soo Kim (Korea)

16:00-16:20 Environmental Impact of Anesthesia (Virtual) Diane Gordon (USA)

16:20-16:40 Healing the Culture of Medicine Rebecca Margolis (USA)

16:40-17:00 Challenges Faced in Providing Safe Anaesthesia to Children in Low 
and Middle-Income Countries Rebecca Jacob (India)

17:00-17:20 Q&A

17:20 Closing Remarks

18:30 Gala Dinner

 	 SC Convention International Conference Hall (B1F)

 DAY 2 17 June 2023 (Sat)  
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Room B

09:00-09:20 Welcome and Introduction (Room A)

09:20-10:40 Session 1. Optimization of Intraoperative Ventilation in Children 
Ekta Rai (India)

Chul-Ho Chang (Korea)

09:20-09:35 Optimal Target of O2 and CO2 Sung-Ae Cho (Korea)

09:35-09:50 PEEP and Recruitment, Mode of Ventilation Pichaya Waitayawinyu 
(Thailand)

09:50-10:05 Smart Choice of Ventilation-Related Equipment Joy Luat-Inciong (Philippines)

10:05-10:20 How to Optimize Our Children's Intraoperative Ventilation Care with 
POCUS  Ayse Çiğdem Tutuncu (Türkiye)

10:20-10:40 Q&A

10:40-11:00 Coffee Break

11:00-12:30 Session 2. Experts' Advice of Monitoring for Better Anesthesia Care
Joy Luat-Inciong (Philippines)

Hyo-Jin Byon (Korea)

11:00-11:20 Blood Pressure Considerations in Pediatric Anesthesia Stephen Gleich (USA)

11:20-11:40 The Use of Neuromonitoring in Neonatal Pain Assessment (Virtual) Ian Yuan (USA)

11:40-12:00 Accurate and Reliable Neuromuscular Monitoring in Children Serpil Ozgen (Türkiye)

12:00-12:20 How to Assess Fluid Responsiveness in Children Eun-Hee Kim (Korea)

12:20-12:30 Q&A

12:30-14:00 Luncheon Symposium (Room A) Dong Woo Han (Korea)

EEG Guided Anesthesia in Young Children (Virtual) Ian Yuan (USA)

 	 SC Convention International Conference Hall (B1F)

 DAY 2 17 June 2023 (Sat)  
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14:00-15:40 Session 3. Sharing the Knowledge of NORA
Vivian Yuen (Hong Kong)

Yong-Hee Park (Korea)

14:00-14:15 Remimazolam and Dexmedetomidine: Clinical Applications and 
Limitations Keira Mason (USA)

14:15-14:30 Needle-Free Sedation Jurgen de Graaff (Netherlands)

14:30-14:45 How to Deal with Challenging Sedation Cases Eun-Young Joo (Korea)

14:45-15:00 NORA for Children with Special Needs Ina Ismiarti Binti Shariffuddin 
(Malaysia)

15:00-15:15 Neonatal Sedation for MRI Yu Cui (China)

15:15-15:40 Q&A

15:40-16:00 Coffee Break

16:00-17:20 Session 4. Perioperative Concerns in Pediatric Anesthesia
Tae-Hun Ahn (Korea)

Woo Suk Chung (Korea)

16:00-16:20 Perioperative Hypothermia in Children: Risk Factor and Preventive 
Stretagy Djayanti Sari (Indonesia)

16:20-16:40 Emergence Agitation and Long Term Behavioral Consequences Agnes Ng (Singapore)

16:40-17:00 Anesthesia-Induced Neurotoxicity: Recent Updates and Preclinical 
Research Trends Woo Suk Chung (Korea)

17:00-17:20 Q&A

17:20 Closing Remarks (Room A)

 DAY 2 17 June 2023 (Sat)  
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Session 1.

Society for Pediatric Anesthesia in 
the World: Past, Present, and Future

Chair(s): Agnes Ng (Singapore)

Jin-Tae Kim (Korea)
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Why the Society for Pediatric Anesthesia is Special and Needed

Jim Fehr

Stanford’s Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, USA
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The Future of Pediatric Anesthesiology around the World; 
We are Better Together

Randall Flick

Mayo Clinic Children's Center, USA 
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Asian Society of Paediatric Anaesthesiologists: 
Past, Present, and Future

Josephine Tan

KK Women's and Children's Hospital, Singapore

  

  

  



Josephine Tan: Asian Society of Paediatric Anaesthesiologists: Past, Present, and Future

19th ASPA conference & 31st KSPA annual meeting

aspa2023.org 91

  

  

  

  



92 aspa2023.org

  

  

  

  



Josephine Tan: Asian Society of Paediatric Anaesthesiologists: Past, Present, and Future

19th ASPA conference & 31st KSPA annual meeting

aspa2023.org 93

  

  

  

  



94 aspa2023.org

  

  

  

  



Josephine Tan: Asian Society of Paediatric Anaesthesiologists: Past, Present, and Future

19th ASPA conference & 31st KSPA annual meeting

aspa2023.org 95

  

  

  

  



96 aspa2023.org

  

  

  

  



Josephine Tan: Asian Society of Paediatric Anaesthesiologists: Past, Present, and Future

19th ASPA conference & 31st KSPA annual meeting

aspa2023.org 97

  

  

  

  



98 aspa2023.org

  

  

  

  



Josephine Tan: Asian Society of Paediatric Anaesthesiologists: Past, Present, and Future

19th ASPA conference & 31st KSPA annual meeting

aspa2023.org 99

  

  

  

  



100 aspa2023.org

 



Jurgen C. de Graaff: ESPA: How to Collaborate Internationally and Intercontinentally

19th ASPA conference & 31st KSPA annual meeting

aspa2023.org 101

ESPA: How to Collaborate Internationally and Intercontinentally

Jurgen C. de Graaff

Erasmus Medical Center, Netherlands
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Session 2.

WFSA Panel Discussion: Universal 
Coverage of Safe Pediatric Anesthesia 

All Over Asia
Chair(s): Erlinda Oracion (Philippines)

Il-Ok Lee (Korea)
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Universal Coverage of Safe Pediatric Anesthesia in Cambodia

Sokha Tep

National Pediatric Hospital, University of Health Sciences, Cambodia
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Current Status of Pediatric Anesthesia In Bangladesh 
Challenges and Opportunities for Improvement

Debabrata Banik

Department of Anesthesia, Analgesia and Intensive Care Medicine, 
Bangubandhu Shiekh Mujib Medical University, Bangladesh
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Universal Coverage of Safe Pediatric Anesthesia all over the World: 
WFSA pediatric Anesthesia Committee 

Norifumi Kuratani

Saitama Children’s Medical Center, Japan
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Activities and Accomplishments of the WFSA BARTC Pediatric 
Fellowship Program

Patcharee Sriswasdi

Department of Anesthesiology, Critical Care and Pain Medicine, Boston Children’s Hospital, USA
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Improving Patient Safety Through the WFSA

Erlinda C. Oracion

WFSA Safety & Quality Of Practice Committee, Philippines

  

  

  



124 aspa2023.org

  

  

  

  



Erlinda C. Oracion: Improving Patient Safety Through the WFSA

19th ASPA conference & 31st KSPA annual meeting

aspa2023.org 125

  



Luncheon Symposium

Chair(s): Dong Woo Han (Korea)
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EEG Guided Anesthesia in Young Children (Virtual)

Ian Yuan

Anesthesiology and Critical Care Medicine, Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, University of Pennsylvania, USA
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Session 3.

Preparing for the Future

Chair(s): Choon Looi Bong (Singapore)

Jun Heum Yon (Korea)

Seong-Hyop Kim (Korea)
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Thoughts on Leadership Professional Development and Career 
Success: Building the Future of Pediatric Anesthesiology Thoughts 

on Leadership

Randall Flick

Mayo Clinic Children's Center, USA
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How to Prepare for the Next Pandemic?

Nicola Disma

Research & Innovation Unit at Istituto Giannina Gaslini, Italy
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Time to Obtain Epidemiologic Data on Pediatric Anesthesia in Asia 
Itself: Introduction of PEACH in Asia Study

Soichiro Obara

Tokyo Metropolitan Otsuka Hospital, Japan
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The Future of Anesthesia-Related Neurotoxicity Studies: 
Update on the TREX Trial 

Dean B. Andropoulos

Texas Children’s Department of Anesthesiology, USA
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Issues We Are Facing & Need to Overcome

Chair(s): Vibhavari Naik (India)

Hee-Soo Kim (Korea)
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Environmental Impact of Anesthesia (Virtual)

Diane Gordon

Children's Hospital Colorado, USA 

Learning Objectives

1. Describe the chemical properties of volatile anesthetic agents and nitrous oxide that are responsible for their 

detriment to the atmosphere

2. Summarize the arguments supporting use of low fresh gas flows when using volatile agents, including the sci-

ence that refutes higher flow suggestions for sevoflurane.
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Healing the Culture of Medicine

Rebecca Donovan Margolis

Department of Anesthesiology and Critical Care Medicine, Children’s Hospital Los Angeles, 
University of Southern California Keck School of Medicine, USA
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Challenges in providing safe anaesthesia to children in LMIC’s

Rebecca Jacob

(Retired) Christian Medical College, India 

Access to safe anaesthesia and surgery for patients of all ages should be considered a basic human right, but this 

is not available to a large segment of the world’s population. Many developing and underdeveloped countries 

spend a very small portion of their GDP on health care, and this is the greatest barrier to providing good anaes-

thetic services and surgical care. Different countries have different problems and there are often regional varia-

tions within the same country. Some LIC’s have very well equipped and staffed hospitals in major cities while the 

rural poor suffer. Often the problem is maldistribution of supplies rather than absolute shortage

Surgery is critical to the health of the population and safe anaesthesia is a mandatory component of safe surgical 

care. There is much that can be done to make sure that the existing resources are used efficiently. The WHO, ac-

knowledging the fact that the global volume of surgery is significant and adverse events resulting from surgeries 

constitute a significant public health concern, launched the Patient Safety Initiative in 2004 and the Safe Surgery 

Saves Lives initiative in 2008. With these initiatives, they have set a core set of safety standards that can be applied 

to all countries in all settings. The Surgical Safety Check List, together with the WHO-WFSA International Standards 

for a Safe Practice of Anesthesia (2010) enhanced patient safety cultures but Pediatric Anaesthesia in LMIC’s has 

not kept pace with advances made in developed countries and International standards for Safe Anaesthesia 

Practice adopted by the WFSA are seldom met.

The element of safety is particularly important in anaesthesia because anaesthesia is not in itself therapeutic and 

is intrinsically hazardous.

Problems faced in delivering safe anaesthesia in LMIC’s

∙ The patients
∙ Spectrum and nature of the disease

∙ Personnel – staffing
∙ Facilities
∙ Equipment and supplies

∙ Drugs – poor supply, quality and perhaps, out dated
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The patients: are often, anemic, undernourished children of economic crises, war or natural disasters. Fear, su-

perstition, interference by ‘local healers’, poor understanding of medical problems, poor education and poor ac-

cess to medical care often results in delayed presentation.

Spectrum and nature of the disease: Often marasmic, anemic, undernourished, riddled with tuberculosis or HIV 

Personnel – staffing: Anaesthesia is not perceived as an attractive career for many undergraduates who have lit-

tle or no exposure to the subject during their studies Anaesthesia does not enjoy a high profile and lacks the voice 

to demand access to basic resources in developing countries. Anaesthesia providers are often too busy providing 

clinical services to find the time to approach the ‘powers that be’ for basic requirements. There is a critical shortage 

of manpower and this proves a barrier to progress. Anaesthesia is often delivered by nurses or non-technical 

people. Supervision is invariably inadequate In some countries surgery is performed without the ‘luxury’ of an an-

aesthetist Access to textbooks and journals are limited and internet access is non-existent. Most ‘trained’ anaesthe-

tists are afraid to deal with children especially neonates and infants because of perceived difficulty or fear 

Invariably a ‘paediatric anaesthetist is one who shows an interest in children, likes children or is just allocated to ‘do’ 

children on a particular day. A trained Paediatric Anaesthetist is, therefore, a luxury

Facilities and Drugs

Operating Rooms are often poorly equipped, non-air conditioned, with poor facilities for sterilization of 

equipment. Water supply and electricity is erratic Supplies of anaesthetic gases and oxygen supplies unreliable 

and erratic Drugs are in short supply and are often outdated IV fluids- their choice and availability is limited. 

Halothane and Isoflurane are the most commonly used inhalational agents. Ketamine and paracetamol most often 

used analgesics. Narcotics like morphine are often unavailable or its use is restricted Choice of neuromuscular 

drugs is limited and often a ‘reversal’ drug like neostigmine is unavailable Regional anaesthesia has benefits like 

safety, cost savings and analgesia but is often not used in children for lack of training, fear of failure or non-

availability of drugs and disposables etc.

Blood availability and safety

Fewer than 30% of developing countries have nationally coordinated blood transfusion services. Screening of 

donors is often not done. Many do not perform even rudimentary tests for diseases such as hepatitis and HIV 

Storage of blood is difficult especially as electricity supply is often erratic.

Equipment

Electricity is unreliable and reliable functional ‘back up’ generators are often unavailable Sterilization of re- use-

able equipment is the norm but availability and performance of sterilizers is unreliable Recycling of disposable 

equipment such as endotracheal tubes is also often relied on General facilities for infection control such as running 

water, disinfectants and gloves is also unreliable Essential equipment to provide safe anaesthesia for neonates and 
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infants are in short supply from appropriately sized endotracheal tubes, small IV cannulae, appropriate airways, lar-

yngoscopes and syringe pumps. 

Monitoring is often basic – a precordial stethoscope and a finger on the pulse is often all that is available. The 
Global oximetry project has helped with providing reasonably priced pulse oximeters.

Anaesthesia machines are of 2 categories

1. Modern, sophisticated electronic machines. These are often donated by well meaning donors

- They require electricity, 

- operating manuals that require to be understood (especially if in a foreign language), 

- regular maintenance by individuals trained to do so. 

- service contracts do not often hold good in remote rural locations.

- often discarded at the first sign of trouble 

Poorly understood and poorly maintained equipment becomes hazardous and potentially life threatening

2. Simple, durable and safe

- versatile, easily understood and easy to use

- able to function even if there is no electricity and if there are no cylinders available

- robust, 

- able to withstand extreme climate conditions, 

- Inexpensive, economical and easily maintained by locally available skills

3. Oxygen concentrators

Visiting Providers

Often come with no idea of the facilities or the needs of the local people or with preconceived ideas that ‘they 

know best’. However some countries organize well staffed ‘missions’ to remote areas

Solutions?

Knowing that there is a dearth of qualified paediatric anaesthesia providers especially in rural areas, I would look 

at what measures need to be taken to bridge the ‘demand/supply’ gap of qualified, committed anaesthesia pro-

viders in those areas

∙ Can we bring about quality improvement with education?

∙ Establish protocol driven clinical outcomes leading to standardization of safety protocols. 

But who is to ensure that these are followed?

∙ Can we find a way to ‘match’ safety policies to implementation across vast and diverse countries or diverse re-
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gions in the same country?

∙ How do we gauge whether these policies and protocols are working?

What ‘outcome measures’ would be appropriate?
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Eun-Young Joo

Asan Medical Center, Korea 
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